
Small Game and Upland Hunting Seasons  Bag Limits
Species Season Shooting Hours Daily  Possession
Rooster Pheasant (Youth) Oct. 18 - 19 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 1  2
Rooster Pheasant Oct. 25 - Jan. 10, 2009 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 3  12
Bobwhite Quail Oct. 25 - Jan. 31, 2009 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8  16
Gray Partridge Oct. 11 - Jan. 31, 2009 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 8  16
Ruffed Grouse Oct. 4 - Jan. 31, 2009 Sunrise to Sunset 3  6
Rabbit (Cottontail) Aug. 30 - Feb. 28, 2009 Sunrise to Sunset 10  20
Rabbit (Jack) Oct. 25 - Nov. 30 Sunrise to Sunset 1  2
Squirrel (Fox and Gray) Aug. 30 - Jan. 31, 2009 No Restrictions 6  12
Groundhog June 15 - Oct. 31 No Restrictions No Limit  No Limit
Crow Oct. 15 - Nov. 30 and No Restrictions No Limit  No Limit
 Jan. 14 - March 31, 2009    
Pigeon Oct. 1 - March 31, 2009 No Restrictions No Limit  No Limit
Furbearer Hunting Seasons
Species Seasons Shooting Hours Daily  Possession
Coyote Continuous Open Season No Restrictions No Limit  No Limit
Raccoon and Opossum Nov. 1 - Jan. 31, 2009 8 a.m. First Day No Limit  No Limit
Fox (Red and Gray) Nov. 1 - Jan. 31, 2009 8 a.m. First Day No Limit  No Limit
Bobcats* Nov. 1 Until Quota Fills 8 a.m. First Day 1  1

Turn-In-Poachers Hotline
1-800-532-2020

Refer to the Iowa Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations for more information, 

species quotas and other regulations 
available at www.iowadnr.gov

Hunting Seasons
and Bag Limits

2008-09 Iowa



Species Season Trapping Hours Daily/Possession
Coyote, Mink, Muskrat,  Nov. 1 - Jan. 31, 2009 8 a.m. First Day No Limit
Weasel, Striped Skunk, 
Badger, Opossum, Fox
(Red and Gray), Raccoon
Beaver  Nov. 1 - April 1, 2009 8 a.m. First Day No Limit
Otter * Nov. 1 Until Quota Fills 8 a.m. First Day 2 / 2
Bobcat * Nov. 1 Until Quota Fills 8 a.m. First Day 1 / 1
Civet Cat (Spotted Skunk), Continuous Closed
Gray Wolf
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License Types Season Dates
Gun/Bow Oct. 13 - Dec. 5
Archery Only Oct. 1 - Dec. 5 AND
  Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2009

2008 Fall Turkey Hunting

Shooting Hours
Gun: 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset
Bow: 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour 
after sunset

* Season closes once the quota is fi lled or 
Jan. 31, 2009, whichever comes fi rst.  Hunt-
ers must contact the local conservation offi cer 
once they harvest a bobcat or otter. Bobcat 
season is in southern and certain western 
counties.  See Iowa Hunting and Trapping 
Regulations for more information. Harvest 
total is updated daily at www.iowadnr.gov

Hunters are required to report deer and turkey harvest either at www.iowadnr.gov or by calling the number printed on the harvest reporting tag. 
Shooting hours for all deer seasons are 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour after sunset.

Season Season Dates
Youth  Sept. 20 - Oct. 5
Disabled Hunter  Sept. 20 - Oct. 5
Archery  Oct. 1 - Dec. 5 
 AND Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2009
Muzzleloader 
 Early:  Oct. 11 - 19   
 Late:  Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2009

Season Season Dates
Shotgun 
 First:  Dec. 6 - 10  
 Second:  Dec. 13 - 21
November Antlerless Nov. 28 - 30
January Antlerless Jan. 11 - 25, 2009
Nonresident Holiday  
 Dec. 24 - Jan. 2, 2009
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Seasons	 Season Dates
Youth Season6	 Sept. 20 - Oct. 5
Disabled Hunter Season1	 Sept. 20 - Oct. 5
Archery Season		
	 Early Split	 Oct. 1 - Dec. 5
	 Late Split	 Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2009
Early Muzzleloader2, 6	 Oct. 11 - 19
Late Muzzleloader	 Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2009
Shotgun		
	 Season 1	 Dec. 6 - 10
	 Season 2	 Dec. 13 - 21
November Antlerless Season3, 6	 Nov. 28 - 30
January Antlerless Season3, 6	 Jan. 11 - Jan. 25, 2009
Nonresident Holiday Season 4,5 	 Dec. 24 - Jan. 2, 2009
1 Requires affidavit on file with DNR. See p. 11.      2 Purchase until quota (7,500) is reached
3 Purchase until county antlerless quota is reached    4 Purchase until nonresident antlerless quota is reached
5 See p. 36 for nonresident deer zone maps	 6 Residents only

Unshaded Counties: November and January Antlerless-only seasons closed.
Shaded Counties [light and dark gray]: November and January Antlerless-only seasons will be open if 
licenses are available.
Dark Shaded Counties: Centerfire rifles may be used during the entire January Antlerless-only season.

2008 Antlerless Quotas For Resident Hunters

For all deer seasons, except the Resident November Antlerless Season and the Nonresident Antlerless 
Holiday Season, licenses may be purchased beginning Aug. 15.  November Antlerless Season licenses 
go on sale on Nov. 10.  Nonresident Antlerless Holiday Season licenses go on sale Dec. 15. See p. 25 for 
resident deer license options. 

2008 Deer Hunting Seasons and Quotas
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2008 FALL WILD TURKEY HUNTING INFORMATION
Nonresidents are not eligible for fall turkey hunting licenses.

License Types	 Season Dates
Combination Gun/Bow1	 Oct. 13 - Dec. 5

Archery Only2	 Oct. 1 - Dec. 5 
		  AND Dec. 22 - Jan. 10, 2009
	
1 Sold until quotas are filled.	
2 Sold until last day of the season. No quota.	

Combination Gun/Bow 
Zones and License Quotas

	 Zone	 Quota
	 Zone 4	 4,500
	 Zone 5	 700
	 Zone 6	 3,000
	 Zone 7	 400
	 Zone 8	 150
	 Zone 9	2 00

Zone 1, Zone 2 and Zone 3 have been elimi-
nated.  The state forests may still be hunted, but 
now are in Zone 4 or Zone 6.

SEASON DATES
Combination Gun/Bow Licenses
Youth Season (Residents Only)	 April 10 - 12
Season 1	 April 13 - 16 
Season 2 	 April 17 - 21 
Season 3	 April 22 - 28
Season 4	 April 29 - May 17
Resident Archery-only Licenses: 	 April 13 - May 17
Bag Limit: Daily Bag and Season Possession Limit is 
one bearded or male wild turkey for each valid license 
and transportation tag issued to the hunter. 

Shooting Hours: 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset
See p. 34 for Spring Turkey regulations.

2009 SPRING TURKEY HUNTING

Fall Turkey Zones

The Ruffed Grouse hunting zone is that 
portion of northeast Iowa bordered by U.S. 
Highway 63, 20 and 151, and Iowa High-
ways 13 and 64.

Ruffed Grouse Hunting Zone

Shooting Hours
Gun: 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset
Bow: 1/2 hour before sunrise to 1/2 hour 
after sunset

Bag Limit: Daily Bag and Season Possession 
Limit is one wild turkey of either sex for each 
valid license and transportation tag issued to the 
hunter. 

Hunters may purchase up to two licenses beginning Aug. 15 through Dec. 5.  Hunters may purchase a 
third license beginning Nov. 1 through the end of the season. 
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